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NOTIFICATION

Addendum

The following communication, received on 9 March 2015, is being circulated at the request of the Delegation of the United States of America.
_______________

	Document Reviews of Foreign Food Regulatory Systems: New Web-based Self-Reporting Tool

	FSIS is making available to the public its new Web-based Self-Reporting Tool (SRT) that it will be sending to foreign countries to report information on their food regulatory systems for the purpose of establishing that the systems are, or continue to be, equivalent to that of the United States system. The Agency will send a letter to foreign countries with instructions on how to access and use the Web-based SRT. FSIS is also responding to the comments on its document review process for determining and verifying equivalence that the Agency received in response to the Federal Register notice that it published on 25 January 2013, on the use of the SRT. FSIS evaluates the information provided in the SRT and uses it, along with the results of on-site systems audits and port-of-entry (POE) reinspections, to make a determination on equivalence.
DATES: On 17 February 2015, FSIS will make available to the public the new Web-based SRT. To ensure that a complete and up-to-date SRT is being considered as part of FSISs annual assessment of country performance, countries that are currently eligible to export meat, poultry, and egg products to the United States must submit their completed SRTs to FSIS before 18 May 2015 and annually before 18 May thereafter. FSIS will send SRTs to all countries currently eligible to export meat, poultry, and egg products to the United States on 1 December of each year in the future.

Countries applying for initial equivalence determinations after 23 February 2015 must submit their completed SRTs within one year of receiving the SRT.

Link to the Federal Register Notice may be found at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-02-23/html/2015-03576.htm.
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